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Letter from the President 
Dear Members and Friends of Elin Pelin Foundation: 

I’m pleased to report that despite inflation and the financial challenges we all faced, the 2023-2024 school year was a 
productive year for Elin Pelin Foundation and its members! Our school’s twelfth consecutive year was a great success 
with about a hundred enrolled students. Our faculty consists of more than ten educators from three cities. 

As most of you know, we now have three established branches in Texas – San Antonio, Austin and Houston, including 
online classes for young and adult students. The number of teachers has grown significantly since 2022. Thanks to the 
Austin and San Antonio school branches, the foundation members count has also grown over a hundred and fifty 
members. We are thrilled to be working with so many professionals who take their work to heart. We are honored to 
serve the communities by providing the highest quality language instruction for the new generation. 

One new director joined the board and Mrs. Gina Kyurpova-Santy. Thanks to her we had the 
Art Exhibition – Auction event which turned out to be one of the biggest fundraisers for the 
entire school year. 

I would like to recognize Mrs. Mariya Shumareva, who was a director 
with the board for several years. She continues to help us with the 
Newsletter release and the website update. If you receive any news 
from us, that is most likely thanks to Mrs. Shumareva’s help as a volunteer. Additionally, Mrs. 
Shumareva is the folk dance instructor for Houston students and thanks to her efforts the kids 
have the opportunity to learn Bulgarian folk dances throughout the year. We are thankful for all 
her support and hope that she will continue to work with the team in the future. 

I am most grateful to the many volunteers who helped make this year’s events especially successful. Two honorable 
mentions are Eugeni Entchev (volunteer, artist, and a patron for 2023-2024) and Alexander Kamburov (volunteer 
videographer at several social events). 

Last but certainly not least – I would like to express my gratitude to all who donated this year. The foundation received 
substantially higher contributions specifically from individual supporters. Their generous donations helped by covering 
the cost of initiatives. The Social events throughout the school year included theatre performances, film viewings, a 
book signing, concerts, and an Art Exhibit. Those events helped popularize our foundation and school and raise funds to 
continue our mission. Please make a note when reading the financial report. Without the above-mentioned social 
events, acting as fundraisers, the financial year would have been with a Deficit instead of Reserved Contributions. 

 THANK YOU to all patrons! I hope that your act of kindness will inspire even more people to be 
generous to the Elin Pelin Foundation in the years to come. 

 
 Sincerely, 
Gergana Araktchiev 
 President of Elin Pelin Foundation 

  31 May 2024 
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Bulgarian School 
New School Year Fall 2023 enrolled 100 Students 

Thanks to the ladies at Austin branch, our school became quite popular online and was mentioned in several articles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Rayna Levakova – Principal 
Mrs. Diana Angelova – Assistant Principal Houston 
Mrs. Ofeliya Tzitzkova – Assistant Principal Austin 

Fall Crafts - October 2023 
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Interview Duma – November 2023 
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Day of the National Revival Leaders – November 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Day – December 2023 
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Christmas Celebrations – December 2023 
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Vasil Levski Memorial Day – February 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springtime Festivities – March 2024 
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ABSA Easter Egg Competition – April 2024 

 

 

Day of Slavonic Alphabet and the Saint Brothers Kiril and Methody – May 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of the School Year Celebrations – May 2024 
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ABSA Recognition – ALTA Bulgarian language proficiency test 

 

2024 Lone Star Leadership Academy Program 
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Extra-Curricular Activities for Kids 
Bulgarian Folk Dancing Classes Houston/Austin/San Antonio – 2023-2024 

As an official extracurricular activity Elin Pelin Foundation is working with several dance instuctors in the three cities. 
The kids are learning new Bulgarian folk dances and are always eager to perform at the school celebrations. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Mariya Shumareva – coordinator, instructor for Houston 
Mrs Rayna Levakova – coordinator, instructor for San Antonio 
Yana Koleva, Yoana Dumanova-Benarbia – coordinators, instructors for Austin 
 
 

History and Crafts Project Houston/San Antonio – Spring 2024 

The young students form San Antonio and 
Houston, with the help of their teaches learned 
about the Lifestyle and  Housing on Bulgarian Lands 
from Prehistory to the  
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Present Day. With the help of their teachers 
the children crafted and model of houses and 
presented it for the parents. 

Ms. Petya Petkova – coordinator, history teacher 
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Online Classes for Adults 
Bulgarian Online Classes for Adults – Fall 2023 – Spring 2024 

This school year Elin Pelin Foundation resumed Bulgarian Online 
Classes for Adults. This Course help people who are planning a trip 
to Bulgaria, who are married to a Bulgarian-American or are 
interested in learning Bulgarian as a second language to take 
classes at their own convenience and in the comfort of their 
home. Our intention is to continue the course as long as there is 
public interest. 

Ms. Rayna Levakova – coordinator & instructor 

 

 

 

Other 
Website and Newsletter 

Please visit our website www.elinpelin-houston.org  to find out more 
about our projects, events, and school curriculum. 
If you wish to be included on our mailing list for our newly designed 

Newsletter, please send us your e-mail 
address to newsletter@elinpelin-
houston.org or click here to subscribe. 
 
 
Mrs. Mariya Shumareva – Newsletter coordinator 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev – IT Support 
 

 
  

http://www.elinpelin-houston.org/
mailto:newsletter@elinpelin-houston.org
mailto:newsletter@elinpelin-houston.org
https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=32163255d74a08270eba282a2&id=33be863c5d
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Social Events and Fundraisers 
Theatre Martina Novakova – June 2023 

Our last Annual meeting was followed by a one-person documentary performance, 
Bulgarian theater-maker and Fulbright alumna Martina Novakova. 

 
“Once You Cross the Ocean” is a flight from Bulgaria to New York on which six people 
are packed into one body.  
Miss Novakova used verbatim theater - the 
exact recreation of the words and gestures of 
interviewees - to bring to life the real stories 
of Bulgarian artists based in New York. 
 
Mrs. Gergana Araktchiev – coordinator 
Mrs. Ani Tarpomanova – volunteer tech 

 

Theatre Marriage by Ads – September 2023 

This entertaining comedy marked the beginning of the season. 
Laughter filled the DeLuxe Gallery, a glass of wine made the 
experience even better. The event gathered attention since the long 
summer break had left many Houston families wanting for more 
social events.  

Mrs. Nevena Nikolova – coordinator 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev - photographer 
Ms. Diana Araktchiev – concessions volunteer 
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Antonina Duridanova – Book Signing – November 2023 

In the Fall of 2023 Elin Pelin Library and Foundation organized book signing with 
Antonina Duridanova, author of “Magic for Longevity: How I Stay Fit, Healthy and 
Happy”. The audience had the opportunity to receive answers to many of their 
questions related to creating a long and healthy life for the mind, body and soul. The 
book Signing was followed by a movie night at the Library. 

Hristina Pavlina – coordinator 
Antonina Duridanova  – author 

 

Tonika and Elin Pelin Foundation Christmas Concert – 
December 2023 

This concert exceeded anyone's expectations. The Christmas song selection lifted our spirits. The kids’ performances 
were delightful. The little ones danced; the older kids sang. Tonika Dimitrova and the special guest Linsay Vladimirov 
dazzled us with their beautiful voices. The youth choir had fun practicing and performing an a cappella Christmas 
song for us. The program was 
professionally made with short videos 
in between the performances. The 
concert was followed by a festive 
dinner. Many companies and 
individuals were generous in their 
donations and the concert was a 
success. Many volunteers made this 
event so much better by donating 
their time and work. 
 

Mrs. Tonika Dimitrova – director of production, coordinator 
Mr. Krasen Dimitrov – director of audio/visual 
Mr. Petar Gerdjikov – sound engineer 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev – photographer, videographer 
Mr. Alexander Kamburov – videographer 
Mrs. Nevena Nikolova – coordinator, 
Mrs. Gergana Araktchiev, Ms. Diana Arakchiev – 
concessions volunteers 
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Scent of Linden film by Sissy Denkova – February 2024 

Sissy Denkova presented her movie – Scent of Linden. 
This Comedic Drama has received significant public attention – at 
Sofia International Film Festival, Cinequest VR & Film Festival, Indie 
Memphis Film Festival, Golden Rose Film Festival Varna, Oxford Film 
Festival and more. 
Despite initial problems with the venue in Houston, the guests had 
the opportunity to watch the movie at our own Elin Pelin Library with 
a glass of wine and all-you-can-eat popcorn. 
The movie was also presented at the Bulgarian Restaurant in San 
Antonio. Miss Sissy Denkova was kind to answer our questions and 
talk to us about the backstage of the production. 

Mrs. Gina Kyurpova  – coordinator Houston 
Mrs. Rayna Levakova – coordinator San Antonio 
Mrs. Donika Alexandrova – logistics volunteer 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev – photographer, audio/video tech 

 

Spring Festivities – March & May 2024 

To mark the 3rd of March and other spring time 
holidays, picnics were organized in San Antonio 
and Houston. That helped us popularize the 
upcoming Art Exhibit, get some new members, a 
little bit of donations, and have fun with family 
and friends. 
 

Mrs. Gergana Araktchiev – coordinator Houston 
Mrs. Rayna Levakova – coordinator San Antonio 
 

Art Exhibit – March 2024 

With this elegant cultural event the artists brought together the 
community to support our local artists. Organized by the artists 
participating in it, the exhibit was also a fundraiser for Elin Pelin 
Foundation.  
During the elegant cocktail gala, we were able to meet the artists, 
enjoy some wine, decadent desserts, and amazing flower 
arrangements. We also had the opportunity to purchase some of the 
artwork and take pictures with the artists. 
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As artists we paint with our soul, make sure to ask us 
about the emotions we embedded in each of our works. 
We have a wonderful variety of artwork, from traditional 
paintings to exotic materials and digital art. 

As part of the fundraiser some of the artists have donated their 
work for a silent auction. Thanks to that initiative the amount 
raised went up with over two thousand dollars. 
 
Mrs. Gina Santy – foundation coordinator, featured artist 
Ms. Sonya Bogdanov – main organizer, featured artist 
Mr. Dimitar Kasabov, Mrs. Anjela Hadjieva, Ms. Annabela Nikolov, Mrs. Daniela Misheva, Mrs. Vessi Andreeva, 
Mr. Eugeni Entchev, Mr. Boz Droca – featured artists 
Mr. Alexander Kamburov – videographer 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev – photographer 
 

Theatre Coffee With a Claim – April 2024 

Organized by Mr. Orlin Mirtchev, the tour was also a 
fundraiser for a Bulgarian family in need. This comedy 
delighted both Houston and Austin audiences. This 
event, while entertaining, could not serve as a fundraiser 
for the foundations since our involvement was limited to 
advertising and logistics. Still, there was quite a bit of 
interest in both cities, as the number of tickets sold went 
over 100 for each night. 
 

Mrs. Hristina Pavlina  – coordinator 
Mr. Eugeni Entchev – volunteer logistics 
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The Foundation – Concert in Austin – May 2024 

For the first time Elin Pelin Foundation organized an event of great magnitude in Austin. The Foundation is a band 
with all-star cast, a band whose members are some of the Bulgarian greatest musicians. The event required a 
number of volunteers from each city to make it possible. One person helped with logistics. Another with renting 
instruments. The band spent an additional night in Austin so the team there held a Meet and Greet Evening as a 
separate event. This show truly was a test of our capabilities to work as a team to overcome last minute obstacles. 

I am grateful to the team in Austin, especially Desi Evans who took on the bulk of tasks. I certainly hope that she will 
continue working with Elin Pelin Foundation on future projects, as the community in Austin needs more social 
events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Desi Evans – coordinator  
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev, Mr. Alexander Kamburov – photographers 
Mr. Damian Minkov – volunteer logistics 
Mrs. Iva Bereson – volunteer instruments rental 
Mrs. Gergana Araktchiev - volunteer 
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Self Defense Class – June 1st 2024 

This event was organized by the MAT Center and was specifically for Elin 
Pelin members and their families. Hopefully we could make this a yearly 
event, since we learned more than one useful self-defense moves.  

 

 

 

Aikido is often translated as "the way of unifying (with) life 
energy" or as "the way of harmonious spirit". According to the 
founder's philosophy, the primary goal in the practice of aikido 
is to overcome oneself instead of cultivating violence or 
aggressiveness. 

 
Mr. Michael Black, Mr. Paul Naquin – instructors 
Mr. Mintcho Araktchiev – instructor, coordinator, photographer 
Ms. Diana Araktchiev, Mr. John Stanfa – volunteers 
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A Shout Out to Our Corporate Supporters: 

 
 

• Morgan Leach/C.H. Guenther & Son – Corporate Donation of $2,000 or more – Thank you 

to Svetlana Markova for nominating Elin Pelin Foundation for this grant! 

• ARA Computers and Consulting Inc – Donations totaling $2,000 or more – Thank you to 

Mintcho Araktchiev for these donations! 

• Schwab Charitable/Mathew Law Firm PLLC – Donations totaling $1,500 or more – 

Thank you to Dessi Mathew for these donations! 

• American Online Giving Foundation/Benevity – Donations totaling $700 or more. 

AOGF helps companies and their employees make charitable donations in the most efficient, effective way 
possible and to recommend grants to public charities in the US. Thank you to Rayna Levakova for 
nominating Elin Pelin Foundation for these donations! 

• The Blackbaud Giving Fund – Donations totaling $1,100 or more – TBGF is a donor-advised fund 

which provides efficient transfers to nonprofits worldwide from corporate employees, individual 
fundraisers, global initiatives, or a ‘donate’ button on nonprofit’s websites. Thank you, anonymous friends, 
for the nomination and for these donations! 

• Inter Star Homes LLC – Donations totaling $1,100 or more - Thank you to Eugeni Entchev and 

Dimitrina Gencheva for these donations ! 

• Holy Christmas Lights Inc – Donations totaling $1000 or more – Thank you to Ivan Kostov! 

• MINT Realty Solutions LLC – Donations totaling $950 or more – Thank you to Tsveti Ivanov! 

• IGD Plumbing LLC – Donation of $600 or more - Thank you to Ivan Dimitrov for this donation! 

• First Federal Bank – Corporate Donation of $450 or more – Donor Advised Fund on behalf of their 

employee Nataliya Espey. Thank you Nataliya Espey! 

• Realty Texas/RDDM Enterprises Inc – Donation of $400 or more – Thank you to Reneta 

Osobase for this donation! 

• NNE Inc – Donation of $350 or more - Thank you to Nikolay Nikolov for this donation! 

• Kroger – Recurring Quarterly Donations of about $20 or more for a total of $100 or more - Thank you to 

the families who have elected EPF in Kroger Community Rewards Program and are shopping at Kroger! 
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A Shout Out to Our Individual Supporters: 
 

 

 

 

• Ivaylo Petrov – Individual Donation of $650 or more 

 

• Borislav Tchakarov – Individual Donation of $600 or more 

 

• Ginka Kyurpova – Individual Donation of $500 or more 

 

• Krassin Adreev – Individual Donation of $500 or more 

 

• Marin Nikolov – Individual Donation of $400 or more 

 

• Borislav Ganov – Individual Donation of $300 or more with Monthly Donations of $25 

 

• Art Silent Auction – Fundraiser of $2,000 or more. Thank you to the multiple families for their 

generous bids! 
 

• Bonka Mencheva – Raised $250 or more by initiating Birthday Fundraiser on Facebook 

 
 
 
 
The recognition of our generous community is important to us, and we have worked hard to ensure that all information is included 
and accurate. If you find any errors or omissions, please contact us at 713-715-8101. 
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Finance 
Unaudited Financial Data Summary for 2023-2024 

Inflow   
Government  $     36,076 49% 

 Corporations $    12,239 8% 
 Individuals $    22,183 15% 

 Tuition $    41,662 25% 
 Membership  $       3,900 3% 

 Total  $   116,060 100% 
 

 
Expenses   

Education programs $       90,267 78% 
Social events $       20,673 18% 

Administrative expenses $         4,528 4% 
Other expenses $               61 <1% 

Reserve contribution $             531 <1% 
Total $     116,060 100% 

 

 
The financial summary includes gifts and activities between June 1, 2023 and May 31, 2024 and is produced internally by Elin Pelin 
Foundation. The recognition of our generous community is important to us, and we have worked hard to ensure that all information 
is included and accurate. If you find any errors or omissions, please contact us at 713-715-8101. 
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Elin Pelin Foundation Staff and Board 
 
 

Board of Directors 2023-24 
Svetlana Markova…..............................................................................................................................Director 
Hristina Pavlina....................................................................................................................................Director 
Rayna Levakova....................................................................................................................................Director 
Gina Kyurpova………..............................................................................................................................Director 
Gergana Araktchiev..............................................................................................................................Director 

 
 

Officers 
Gergana Araktchiev............................................................................................................................President 
Nevena Nikolova................................................................................................................................Treasurer 
Mintcho Araktchiev............................................................................................................................Secretary 
TJ Hayes & Co....................................................................................................................................Controller 
 

 
Faculty 

Rayna Levakova...................................................................................................................................Principal 
Diana Angelova....................................................................................................................Assistant Principal 
Ofeliya Tzitzkova..................................................................................................................Assistant Principal 
Desislava Evans....................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Tsvetomira Lyubenova.........................................................................................................................Teacher 
Boryana Veneva...................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Iva Bereson...........................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Neli Rabb..............................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Viliyana Mahvelat.................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Ofeliya Tzitzkova...................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Diana Angelova.....................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Daniela Kashukeeva..............................................................................................................................Teacher 
Petya Petkova.......................................................................................................................................Teacher 
Marina Neal.........................................................................................................................Substitute Teacher 
Silvia Lewis…........................................................................................................................Substitute Teacher 
Rayna Levakova......................................................................................................................Online Instructor 
 
 

Staff 
Mariya Shumareva……………………………………………………………………………………………..……….…Webmaster Officer 
Eugeni Entchev………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….….…Volunteer Officer 
 


